
The image of the shinkansen – or ‘bullet train’ – 
passing Mount Fuji is one of the most renowned 
images of modern Japan. Yet, despite its international 
reputation for speed and punctuality, little is 
understood about what makes it work so well and 
what its impact is. 
 
This is a comprehensive account of the history of the 
shinkansen, from its planning during the Pacific War, 
to its launch in 1964 and subsequent development. It 
goes on to analyze the reasons behind the bullet 
train’s success, and demonstrates how it went from 
being simply a high-speed rail network to attaining 

the status of iconic national symbol. It considers the shinkansen’s 
relationship with national and regional politics and economic development, 
its financial viability, the environmental challenges it must cope with, and 
the ways in which it reflects and influences important aspects of Japanese 
society. It concludes by considering whether the bullet train can be 
successful in other countries developing high-speed railways. Overall, this 
book provides a thorough examination of the phenomenon of the 
shinkansen, and its relationship with Japanese society. 
 
 
Contents 
List of Illustrations  Notes on Style  Map of Japan  Preface & 
Acknowledgements  1. Introduction 2. From Bullet Train to Low Flying Plane 
3. Ambassador of Japan 4. Whose Line is it Anyway? 5. The Bottom Line      
6. The Need for Training 7. Mirror of Japan 8. Conclusion                  
Appendix One: Chronology of Significant Dates in the History of the 
Shinkansen Appendix Two: Shinkansen Lines and Stations                 
Appendix Three: Shinkansen types  Glossary  Notes  Bibliography  Index 
 
 
Order this book today at:  
www.routledge.com/paperbacksdirect  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Shinkansen 
From Bullet Train to Symbol of Modern Japan 

      Paperback 
978-0-415-44409-5 
 
         £20.00 

Christopher Hood 
Cardiff University, UK 

   
R

ou
tle

dg
e 

Pa
pe

rb
ac

ks
 D

ire
ct

 

 



If ordering after the book launch, please return this form to: 
 
Social Sciences Marketing 
Routledge 
FREEPOST 
2 Park Square 
Milton Park 
Abingdon 
Oxon 
OX14 4BR 

O
rd

er
in

g 
M

et
ho

ds
 

� Please tick here if you would like receive any mailings from Taylor and Francis Group companies 

O
rd

er
in

g 

Title ISBN Qty. Price Subtotal 

POSTAGE 

GRAND TOTAL 

P
&

P
 

UK 
5% of total order 
MIN CHARGE £1.00 
MAX CHARGE £10.00 
NEXT DAY +£6.50* 
* We only guarantee next 
day delivery for orders 

EUROPE 
10% of total order 
MIN CHARGE £2.95 
MAX CHARGE £20.00 
AIRMAIL +£6.50 

REST OF WORLD 
15% of total order 
MIN CHARGE £6.50 
MAX CHARGE £30.00 
 
For other options call 
customer services on: +44 
(0)1264 343071 

P
er

so
na

l D
et

ai
ls

 

SURNAME 

DEPARTMENT 

INSTITUTION 

ADDRESS 

TOWN 

POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE 

EMAIL 

FIRST NAME 

VAT NUMBER (EU MEMBER STATES) 

COUNTY 

COUNTRY 

FAX 

P
A

Y
M

E
N

T
 SELECT PAYMENT METHOD (please tick or fill appropriate boxes & select card type) 

 Cheque payable to Taylor & Francis £ 

 Credit Card No (no spaces) 

                

Amex 

  

EXPIRY DATE 

Issue Number 

    Month/year 

  (only applies to Switch) 

SIGNATURE: DATE:       (eg 01/01/05) 

PRIORITY ORDER FORM 

� Please tick here if you would like receive our Education e-Update (please supply email address below) 

Fax: +44 (0) 20 7017 6699 

 Mastercard  Visa   Switch 

   Security Code—last 3 digits on back of card 

 Cash £   


