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Christopher P. Hood

When most visitors to Japan think of the shirksunsg@athe typical image that comes to

mind is that of the white and blamganbsvery
attractions lie along the routedoa k a , as wel |l as beyond into
This is a shame, for in terms of photographing the shinkansen, itis the JR East lines that provid
the greater variety of rolling stock. Thisadtiobecentrate on where one can go along the
T@hoku Shjnwhnksth Inneel ati vethgetsonegsoé st ri
shots.

The main problems when photographing JR East shinkansen is that once you get too far awa
from Tddgyeaty of sehviees drops quite significantly meaning that you can have long
waits between shots. The other major problem is that due to environmental laws that were
introduced while the lines were being constructed, there is a tendency lier ¢imelbsed to

by relatively high walls that can significantly obscure the view of the (jedssimgetrie

viewfromthe lower deck of-El E4series shinkansempcations where you can get a
relatively clear view of the T@hoku Shinkan
t is possible to get a fairly interesting
major road junction just north and westtofatheiso n , with the ChT @ 1in
and other conwamal lines in the foreground. You can also get shotsn@firglow
shinkansen coming out of the Tabata yard at the southern end of Tabata station. However,
neither of these spots are tieattgither due to there being nowhere to sit or dhe to

reldively slow speed of the trains, mbkiahs that the shots are not challenging to take (which

is often part of the fun of taking them).

So.the first spot | would suggest in going northTi@ k y @  AstkaytaracPark. Gedtinga t

there is very straight forward. Take theTK@ihio k u | i ne t o &j i stati
southvest of the station up a relatively steep hill. There are no shortages of entrances and ways
around the patkyou follow the paths by the raidayf the park, you will come to a viewing
platform from where you can get shots of the shinkansen and conventional trains passing. The
wal | i's relatively high heriet 6sso piotsdssi bnl oet tpoc
interesting shots of the mixture of railways, together with a backdrop of the urban sprawl of
TOky @.
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Photograph of 26€ries renewal taken ffcaukayama Park

The great thing about the Tahhoykau iSshitnhkaatn siet
used by the J@etsu and Hokuri ku shinkansen
course most Akita and Yamagata shinkansen
section. This means that there is no shortage dhacpooblem is getting a view over the

wall. The greater the distance from the line and lower your angle, the greater the wall problen
tends to be. So, when | wanted to get a shot along this section | logically thought that the bes
answer was to get ghieir angle and get close to the line. The answer was to try to find a
building probably an apartment blowk«t to the lingith stairs on the-saile of the building.

Being Japan, there is no shortage of buildings close to railway linesh it msancq@ss.

Having | ooked out of the window Hetwewem t he S
|l kebukuro (which is my Il ocal JR istieddst on whe
being near Ukimafunadoostati | 6 m s whatltle rule® (br lags) are governing the

taking of pictures from such places, so |

at them. A few buildings had security guards, so a quick 180° turn was required (undoubted|
making me look evenarguspicious!), and others either had bolted doors at the foot of the
stairs or signs saying that access was not allowedsidemts1 Having experienced that, |

© Christopher P. Hood, 2006



concluded that the absence of any of the above effectively meant that acce2owas allowed.

of the buildings even had a lift, which was most welcome. The results were very pleasing.
I¥ 4

—

Photmfan E&eries shinkansen takem stairs of an apartment block near Ukimafunado station

Moving further north, trhked nsehxot tarkssultegeel sad a ro np
above a department store directly west of Kitayono station. The wall is still a bit of a nuisance, b
on the north side of the <car park the | in
shinkansen bound f theireffitky @ are clearly Vvisi
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Photmfan E4eries shinkansen takemn car park near Kitayono station

lgnoring eé&miya station (taki nogeasy)hlalivays of st
assumed that it should be possible to get a shot frdime steions along the Saitama New

Shuttle (or Ina Line). These provide the last opportunity to see all of the JR East shinkanser
running along the same stretch of track. In reality, once agaiedusingisalls that create

the problem. The oritisn (at least on the Aooind side) that prosidey halfiecent

angles is Haraichi. It is possible to get some shots without the wire fence between the station an
the shinkansen lines getting in the way if you go to either end of The@latl®ranlot of
pantographs and other cables around, so give yourself time to experiment with angles (if yot
have a spare portable step ladder, then this would certainly b&ha Helphward
J@etsu/ Hokuri ku shinkan®ensaoesgebeataliltyst
some good shots of trains on the other lines. By the way, make sure you step well back from th
platform when a shuttle arfivesneed in delaying the service unduly while the driver waits for

you to get your thingd board the trafdf course, in theory, it is possible to do the whole thing
having only bought a pl abulyetickei periapgskaeddd at &&m
experience for those ofyouon aJRiPasg!Y t hi s i s not needeta o mme nd
remember to exit the station and get a new
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