Tōkaidō Shinkansen marks 40th Anniversary
Christopher P. Hood

1 October 2004 was the 40th Anniversary of the opening of the Tōkaidō Shinkansen. Although when I had first spoken about the day with JR Tōkai there was a feeling that nothing special would be done (as mentioned in the Chairman’s chat in Bullet-in 51), in the end the PR potential of the event seemed to be too good for JR Tōkai to miss. In the run up to the day various advertisements began to appear at stations – most emphasizing the key features of the shinkansen: being on time, being safe, being comfortable. A stylized 700-series also became the basis for a special logo used not only on these advertisements but also on a range of products – including cans of beer by all of the major beer companies (something they have done for previous anniversaries also). Other companies also joined in with the festivities – on many shinkansen services, regardless of the line, for example, a set of colour pencils were on sale, with each pencil having a different series of shinkansen printed a long it and a copy of a 1964 Tōkaidō Shinkansen ticket also included.
Special displays were also put on at a number of Tōkaidō Shinkansen stations by JR Tōkai showing models of all the rolling stock that have been used, as well as a model of what the 700N-series shinkansen will probably look like when it enters production and testing shortly. Video screens also told the story of the history of the shinkansen with market researchers on hand to ask what visitors thought of the display and their views and usage of the shinkansen. 
I was fortunate to gain a good position for viewing the actual ceremony at Tokyo station (another ceremony was held at Shin-Osaka) as I was being interviewed by NHK afterwards, so managed so get past the crowds of railway enthusiasts who were already filling much of the front part of the platforms (not just those next to the ceremony) some twenty minutes or so before the ceremony started. The Tokyo ceremony, as one would expect from JR Tōkai, ran like clockwork. The speeches were said. The guests of honour – some members of one of JR Tōkai’s special member clubs who were all born on 1 October 1964 – were introduced. The commemorative ‘ball’ was unleashed in order to coincide with the departure of Nozomi 201 at 06:05 (the 06:00 departure, which is what the Shin-Osaka ceremony was timed to coincide with, and which corresponded with the 06:00 departures from both Tokyo and Shin-Osaka and 1 October 1964, is a JR West 500-series train so was not appropriate).


On the day, perhaps the most impressive figure that was mentioned on the day was not the punctuality of the shinkansen or its excellent safety record, which we are all familiar with, but the statistic that the Tōkaidō shinkansen trains have covered a distance of 1.5 billion kilometres – a round trip between Earth and Jupiter! Happy 40th Birthday Tōkaidō Shinkansen, now boldly go forward into the future…
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